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Iowa Business Council Leadership & Members 
The Iowa Business Council (IBC) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, self-funded organization whose 25 members 
are the top executives of 21 of the largest businesses in the state, the three Regent university presidents, 
and Iowa’s largest banking association.  Founded in 1985, the Council’s purpose is to focus the personal 
commitment of its members in active leadership roles on major initiatives that offer opportunity to enhance 
Iowa’s economic vitality and improve the lives of Iowans.  Council members identify major economic issues, 
evaluate options, and assist in implementing solutions through collaborative public/private partnerships. 

Collectively, these companies and institutions employ nearly a quarter million Iowans and have committed 
billions of dollars in capital investment to the state.  On an annual basis, several hundred million dollars in 
financial contributions and thousands of volunteer hours are directed to numerous charitable causes around 
Iowa.  IBC members also lead in technology innovation with billions of dollars spent and grants procured for 
research and development.  For more information, please visit the IBC Web site at 
www.iowabusinesscouncil.org. 

� Iowa Business Council 
Officers 

 

• Chair:   Thomas L. Aller – President, Alliant Energy-Interstate Power and Light 

• Vice Chair:   Stan A. Askren – Chairman, President, & CEO, HNI Corporation 

• Treasurer:   John K. Sorensen – President, Iowa Bankers Association 
• Immediate Past Chair:  Max A. Phillips – President, Qwest – Iowa and South Dakota 

• Secretary:  Elliott G. Smith – Executive Director, Iowa Business Council 
 

Members 
 

• Benjamin J. Allen, Ph.D – President, University of Northern Iowa 

• W. Kim Austen – President, Allied Insurance 
• William J. Fehrman – President, MidAmerican Energy Company 
• John D. Forsyth – Chairman & CEO, Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield of Iowa 
• Gregory L. Geoffroy, Ph.D. – President, Iowa State University 
• Clayton M. Jones – Chairman, President, & CEO, Rockwell Collins, Inc. 
• Richard N. Jurgens - CEO & President, Hy-Vee, Inc. 
• Gage A. Kent – Chairman & CEO, Muscatine Foods Corporation 
• William Leaver – President, Iowa Health System 

• Leonard W. Martling – CEO, The Weitz Company 

• Sally Mason – President, University of Iowa 
• Patrick J. Meyer – President & CEO, Pella Corporation 
• Mark C. Oman – Group Executive Vice President, Home & Consumer Finance, Wells Fargo & Company 
• Jean E. Robillard, M.D. – Vice President for Medical Affairs, University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics  
• John Ruan III – Chairman & CEO, Ruan Transportation Management Systems 

• Barry W. Schaffter –Vice President & Chief Information Officer, Deere & Company 

• Paul E. Schickler – President, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. 

• David H. Vellinga – CEO, Mercy Health Network 

• Robert L. Vermeer – Chairman & CEO, Vermeer Corporation 

• Michael C. Wells – President & CEO, Wells' Dairy, Inc.  

• Larry D. Zimpleman – Chairman, President, & CEO, Principal Financial Group 
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